Seguin embracing Earth Day
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SEGUIN - Seguin is getting a little greener each day.

That's because a number of businesses, organizations and community members have learned different ways to reduce, reuse and recycle.

Those groups will provide the backbone for this year's Earth Day Celebration in Central Park on Saturday, April 30 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Earth Day planning committee member Marvel Maddox said the event not only educates adults on some of the different techniques but gives children a chance to see the Earth in a different light.

"We have geared many of the events toward children - to get them back into touch with the soil," he said. "The Seguin Oakwood Art League will be helping kids make and decorate kites out of recycled material. Home Depot will be helping kids make a planter box and plant seeds."

After the kids finish their creations, they can join the kite festival that will be at Texas Lutheran University's practice football field behind the pool from 1-3 p.m., Maddox said.

"Some students from TLU will be out there to help out," he said.

One group is giving kids a hands on and up close look at the earth, Maddox said.

"The Democratic Club will have terrariums and microscopes for kids to dig up things and look at them under a microscope," he said.

Students from area schools will be keeping the crowds entertained throughout the day.

A number of choirs for the local elementaries and junior high schools will take stage every half hour between 10 a.m. and noon, Maddox said.

"At noon, the Navarro Jazz Band will perform, at 1 p.m. The TLU Jazz Band will take over and will be followed by the Mid Texas Symphony's Youth Choir at 2 p.m.," he said. "Members of the Seguin High School's drama department will be walking around as their characters from the upcoming play Beauty and the Beast."

There will be a couple of opportunities to recycle while participating in the Earth Day Festivities, Maddox said.

"City of Seguin in conjunction with the police department will have a prescription drop off for outdated medications," he said. "The Lions Club will also be there recycling eye glasses. Mosaic Of South Central Texas will have a booth to accept recyclables."

The Native Plant Society will be offering information about which vegetation is local to the area, while Rick Ehlers will be selling native tree's, Maddox said.

The residents at Eden Cross and Eden Place will have a booth letting the community know about the "green" programs they have adopted including recycling and the community garden, Maddox said.

"The Guadalupe County Master Gardeners will be there to talk about adaptive gardening," he said. "They will also either direct people or escort them down to the demo garden at the Guadalupe County Extension Agency on Live Oak."

Tyson, Continental, Texas Power Systems and CMC will be on hand to show the community what they are doing to make Seguin a little more green, Maddox said.

"CMC will display how they take old metal and recycle it," he said. "They will also let people know what their recycle center on Austin street will accept."

On top of Tyson's information, they will be barbecuing a chicken lunch to sell during the event, Maddox said.

"The funds will go toward putting on the Earth Day Celebration," he said.

Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority will be set up with their rainwater run-off display, Maddox said.

Every hour between 10-2 Chiro Java will be showing "Kilowatt Ours."

Many other organizations will also be out with educational booths to ensure that the community is aware of the different practices of reducing, reusing and recycling, Maddox said.

All of the Earth Day celebrations will be going on during the farmer's market and Trade Days.

