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Recycling Makes Cents in Seguin

Living green means reducing our environmental impact at home and at work.   Actions we take make a difference in how much water and energy we use, how much waste we generate, and how much we pollute each time we drive a car or fertilize a lawn. So how green is Seguin?

 "Recycling makes cents, says Chip Roberts of CMC Recycling. “While some places may charge you to dispose of scrap metal, we recycle your material

for free.  In fact, CMC Recycling will actually pay money for your metals.  Whether you have an old appliance, some copper wire sitting around or some aluminum cans in your garage, we can make sure your material is recycled properly.” Located at 1558 North Austin Street, CMC Recycling is open Monday through Friday 8:00 am-4:30 pm.
 
One apartment complex in Seguin has gone really green with curbside recycling. Eden Cross and Eden Place, a senior residence managed by National Church Residences, negotiated with the waste company IESI for a single stream recycling program.   A survey completed at the senior complexes indicated 86% of the residents at Eden Cross and 78% of Eden Place residents wanted to recycle.  Ray Stahl, the complex’s service coordinator, said, "Our seniors are attending educational recycling sessions presented by Siempre Sustainable Network,” the local environmental awareness group. The complex and IESI collaborated to enable senior residents to have special 96-gallon totes on each property with weekly pick-up for recycling. 


Continental Automotive Systems, Seguin’s second-largest employer with 1,022 workers, now recycles so much that they have reduced their trash pick-up from 3 times per week to twice per month.  Common production wastes recycled at Continental include plastic reels, connector trays, plastic tape, and packaging materials such as shrink wrap, bubble wrap, foam and cardboard. One year Continental recycled 123 tons of plastic and 269 tons of cardboard. 

“Employees have an extra incentive to recycle because the revenue generated from recycling is used for the employees’ benefit” said Rebecca Ehrig, Continental’s Environmental Health and Safety Coordinator.  Recycling paid for 
repaving the employees’ walking path, installing benches in employee 
areas and providing mugs in the cafeteria to minimize Styrofoam cup
waste.  “Our corporation has a corporate-wide recycling initiative and all
locations must reduce waste,” she added. 

Hexcel, with 222 employees, has an active recycling program as part of their Pollution Prevention Program.  Their waste products include office paper, plastic bottles, corrugated cardboard, cardboard tubes, aluminum cans, scrap metal, fabric waste, plastic sheeting, and plastic straps.  The recycling program began in 2004 and increases each year.  Strategies range from putting recyclables in the correct container, repairing equipment air leaks for energy reduction, printing on both sides of copy paper to reduce paper consumption, and turning off the lights when not in the room.

 
"Each year at the annual environmental education and awareness meeting, a few more employees come on board to commit to recycling at home," says Sylvia Guerrero, Hexcel's Safety and Environmental Coordinator. "It is exciting to see that happen, because it means they are willing to take an extra step in their busy lives to reduce their carbon footprint."  
 
Two new buildings in Seguin are particularly “green.” The Texas Power System/Caterpillar plant and the new GVEC Operations Center on I-10 are constructed according to LEED (Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design) principles. The US Green Building Council developed the LEED program to recognize buildings that use less water, less energy, fewer carbon dioxide emissions, have better stewardship of natural resources and more sensitivity to their land impact. There are other advantages, too, as LEED buildings have lower operating costs and improved indoor air quality. 

GVEC offers lots of tips on how to save energy and lower your electric bill.  “Start by turning off lights when leaving the room, then set your cooling units to 78 degrees in the summer and heating units to 69 degrees in the winter for maximum efficiency,” says Blake Beavers, renewable energy advisor at GVEC. Other ways to save are to wash clothes in cold water instead of hot water, choose compact fluorescent light bulbs over incandescent bulbs, buy energy-efficient appliances and lighting fixtures, and install a digital programmable thermostat. To get really green, plant a tree to shade your home, open windows instead of using your air conditioner in the spring and summer, and air dry clothes instead of using an electric dryer.


Chip Roberts sums it up.  “Bringing your recycling to CMC or to your city or county recycling center is good for the environment, good for the local economy and good for your pocketbook - all of those things make it a good thing for Seguin.”  Recycling makes cents in Seguin.
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