[image: C:\Users\odeleon\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\8XYL32HQ\Star Logo.JPG]


Press Release					    		  Contact:  Olivia De Leon
Date:	  November 13, 2013					     Phone:  830-401-2401

[image: ]

The City of Seguin Promotes National Recycling Day

The City of Seguin encourages residents to celebrate America Recycles Day on November 15th, the only nationally recognized day dedicated to promoting and celebrating recycling in the United States.  With the recent implementation of the Residential Curb-Side Recycling Program, the City is taking advantage of this day to urge residential customers to discover more ways and new items to recycle.  
Whether you are an enthusiastic recycler or participate at a minimal level, the City encourages you to look for ways to expand your recycle efforts.  Here are seven small actions you and your family can take to boost your commitment to recycling for America Recycles Day – and throughout the year!  
7 Small Actions to take for America Recycles Day:
(1.) Half is better than none.  You may not be able to recycle your whole pizza box, but you can tear off the top (as long as it’s grease-free) and put it in your recycling bin.  The same goes for donut boxes.
(2.) Look beyond the kitchen.   Recycle mouthwash containers, cosmetic packages, cardboard tubes, aluminum or steel shaving cream cans, and shampoo bottles.
(3.) Bottle tops are recyclable, too.  Empty your glass or plastic bottle, replace the cap, and recycle.
(4.) Not just the news.  According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, paper and cardboard are America’s most recycled materials by weight.  The daily newspaper is an obvious item to recycle, but in addition to newspaper, recycle corrugated cardboard, cereal and tissue boxes, mail, catalogs, and phone books.  
(5.) Close the loop.  The recycling process doesn’t stop at the bin!  After materials are processed and back on the shelf as new items, it’s up to you to buy recycled products as a recycling-conscious consumer. Also, purchase higher quality products when possible in place of disposable.
(6.) [bookmark: _GoBack]Know your limits. Putting materials in your recycling bin that aren’t collected in our City’s recycling program contaminates the recycling processes and creates extra work for you and service workers.
(7.)  Reduce and reuse.  Minimizing the trash we generate and reusing products reduces our impact on our environment and our resources.  

Brenda Pulley, Senior Vice President of Recycling at Keep America Beautiful, states that recycling is the easiest thing we can all do to save energy, conserve natural resources and create green jobs.  She relates that the national recycling rate is 34.7 percent annually.
Assistant City Manager of Seguin, Rick Cortes, reports that Seguin is slightly above the national average with a 37 percent participation rate since residential recycling services began on October 1, 2013.  Residents produced an estimated 74 tons of recyclable material during the initial month – material which went to be processed at Waste Management’s Material Recovery Facility in San Antonio, and not hauled to a landfill.
The Texas Center on Environmental Quality’s (TCEQ’s) annual summary combines residential and commercial waste and defines both as “municipal.” In 2012, municipal waste accounted for almost 66 percent of the total waste disposed.  According to TCEQ’s annual report, Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) in Texas: A Year in Review, Texas landfills reported disposal totals of Municipal Solid Waste at about 30.31 million tons.

About America Recycles Day 

America Recycles DaySM is a national program of Keep America Beautiful.  Since its inception in 1997, communities across the country have participated in America Recycles Day on November 15 to educate, promote environmental citizenship, and encourage action. Learn more at AmericaRecyclesDay.org. 
Make recycling part of your everyday activities and encourage others to recycle, too.  For more information about recycling please call 830-379-3212 or visit: 
http://www.seguintexas.gov/residents/garbage_recycling/.  

Help make Seguin greener for future generations.
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