[image: C:\Users\spackard\Desktop\City Logo.JPG]NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 25, 2015
Media Contact: 
Morgan Ash, Public Information Officer 
(830) 386-2590 (o)
(512) 626-7166 (c)
mash@seguintexas.gov






Officials remind residents it’s illegal to use fireworks within city limits

SEGUIN, Texas – The City of Seguin wants everyone to have a fun and safe 4TH of July holiday weekend.  Officials also want residents to keep in mind local and state laws before shooting off fireworks.
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to city ordinance, citizens should not “possess, use, manufacture, sell… transport or discharge fireworks within the city limits” or 5,000 feet from the city limits. (City of Seguin Ordinance Sec. 74-70)
“On the night of the 4th, the Fire Marshal’s Office with the assistance of police will be taking calls and patrolling for illegal use of fireworks. Tickets can go up to $2,000” said Dreiss.
Fire Marshal Greg Dreiss says even though we’ve had a lot of rain, there’s still a lot of dry grass that can easily catch fire.  
“If someone causes a fire due to fireworks, they are responsible for any damages” said Dreiss.
He says fireworks are very unpredictable by nature. 
“Explosives can’t be controlled. We can never predict the direction or distance a firework will go” said Dreiss.
Even if you choose to light fireworks outside of the city limits use extreme caution. Children should not use them at all unless carefully monitored by adults.  Fireworks must be used according to the directions on their packaging.
The city of Seguin hopes residents will celebrate our country’s independence by setting up lawn chairs to enjoy this year’s firework show. Parks and Recreation Director Jack Jones says the sky will start lighting up around dusk, or 9:30 PM. H-E-B is the major sponsor again this year.  Caterpillar is also a sponsor.
“Best place to watch the show is probably Max Starke Park on the eastside or the Seguin Coliseum parking lot” said Jones.
For more information on fireworks safety head to http://www.fireworkssafety.org.
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About the City of Seguin
Seguin, Texas is located along Interstate 10, about 35 miles east of San Antonio. Seguin is big enough to boast a top-rated university and a state-of-the-art hospital. More than 25,000 residents enjoy a range of cultural, recreational, and employment opportunities. Seguin’s robust diversified economy features a steelmaker, a manufacturer of automotive parts and plants making roadside mowing equipment and building materials. In 2009, Seguin was proud to be selected by Caterpillar as the site of a major new engine manufacturing facility.
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