For Immediate Release  
Contact:
Mary Jo Filip, City of Seguin Main Street Office at 830-401-2448
Marvel Maddox, Siempre Sustainable Network at 379-8033
What: Seguin Earth Day Festival 

When:  9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, April 30, 2011

Where: Central Park Downtown Seguin

Who: Free and open to the public

Seguin Goes Green for Earth Day

The annual Earth Day Festival in Central Park in downtown Seguin gets bigger and greener every year as school groups, businesses and organizations will showcase how to reduce, reuse and recycle on Saturday, April 30 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Nolte Street.  Musical groups will perform in the bandstand all day and hands-on activities for children will add to the festivities alongside the many vendors of Trade Days along River and Donegan Streets.
Water and energy conservation will be the focus of the Guadalupe Blanco River Authority’s and Guadalupe Valley Electric Cooperative exhibits.  CMC Steel, Hexcel and Continental Automotive Systems will show the public how recycling at home and at work is occurring in Seguin.  Siempre Sustainable Network, Church Women United, the Guadalupe Democrat Club and the Texas Campaign for the Environmental are non-profit organizations teaching environmental awareness at their booths.  Master Gardeners will teach composting and rain-water harvesting while the Native Plant Society of Texas will sell plants that are perfectly adapted to the region.  Texas Lutheran University students will exhibit sustainability practices, Samuel Clemens High School’s Students for a Peaceful Society will have a social justice display, and SISD will have a mobile exhibit of environmental art inside their energy-efficient propane bus.  Guadalupe 4H will have handmade reusable grocery tote bags for sale. 
For hands-on fun, children are invited to make kites with Oakwood Art League, plant a seed with Home Depot, and discover earthworms at the Siempre Sustainable Network exhibit. Flying the kites continues the fun from 1-3 p.m. at TLU’s football field. 
Special recycling services are also part of Earth Day.  Bring shreddable documents with staples removed to the Mosaic Rehabilitative Services booth to safely recycle and dispose of papers with account numbers or other identifiers. Bring old eyeglasses, too, for the  Lions Club collection box so that others may benefit,  and bring old compact fluorescent bulbs to the GVEC booth for proper disposal. Bring outdated prescription drugs to the City of Seguin Information booth between 10 to 1 pm for disposal by the Seguin Police Dept. 
In the bandstand, Rodriguez Elementary School Choir will perform at 9:30 a.m., Koennecke Elementary School Chorus at 10 a.m., Patlan Elementary School Sunshine Kids at 10:30 a.m., Barnes/Briesemeister Middle Schools Combined Choir at 11 a.m., Vogel Elementary School Choir at 11:30 a.m., Navarro Jazz Band at noon, Texas Lutheran University Jazz Band at 1 p.m. and the Mid-Texas Symphony Youth Orchestra and Choir at 2:00 p.m.  

Throughout the day, the energy conservation movie “Kilowatt Ours” will be shown for free in the Palace Theater and the Seguin High School cast of “Beauty and the Beast” will entertain in costume in Central Park. 
The Seguin Earth Day Planning Committee, made up of corporate environmental managers, school administrators and non-profit organizations with coordination from City of Seguin Main Street, aims to address the need for more environmentally sustainable practices in our community.  For more information, call 830-401-5000. 
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