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City moving forward with removing dangerous structures
Code compliance/Building & Standards Commission clean-up neighborhoods
SEGUIN, Texas – City officials want everyone to have a nice neighborhood to call home.  The Building and Standards Commission is part of the plan to increase safety and the aesthetic appeal of our city. 
Recently, two structures were condemned in north Seguin. The first house was located on the 500 block of Silva Street. The property-owners have already completed the demolition, and are now in the process of clearing debris.  The second one is located nearby on the 1300 block of Belmarez Avenue. It is vacant and in substantial disrepair therefore the city will tear it down and clear the property.  The city has bid out the job, and will bill the owners for the work.
According to staff, the process to condemn a structure is not fast, nor easy.  Once they are alerted to a potentially dangerous structure, city staff inspects the property and determines whether it meets the criteria of a substandard structure.  Staff’s findings are reported to the commission during a public hearing following the required legal notices. 
“There’s a lot of legal aspects to condemning a structure. It belongs to someone.  It doesn’t matter what it looks like on the outside,” said Tim Ramirez, Code Compliance Officer for the City of Seguin.
He says the structure has to be a danger to residents.  Most of the time these include old, weathered homes that are unprotected from the elements.
“We have to move through the process carefully, and cautiously, to make sure everyone involved is notified.  They need to understand why the structure is a danger,” said Ramirez.
The first step is requesting them to board it up. They have to make it inaccessible. “Structures that are vacant, and accessible, can potentially be targeted by gangs and drug activity. They add a crime threat to neighborhoods,” said Ramirez.
There could also be a rodent or insect problem causing the structure to be a health hazard. The goal is to keep people from going inside and getting hurt or sick.
If the owners are unable to secure the location, or refuse to work with officials, the structure is put before the Building and Standards Commission for possible demolition.
“You’re making owners responsible for keeping up their property, but if they aren’t, the city will do what needs to be done,” adds Ramirez.
Owners are given the opportunity to make the required repairs promptly after the hearing with the commission. The structure must meet minimum housing standards.  However, many of these structures are beyond repair, or too expensive to complete. 
If the owners decide to fix the structure, they must meet with the commission every month to update members on their progress.
The two latest condemned structures have already gone through this process. For residents living nearby, this could be a fresh start for the neighborhood.
“If we remove a vacant, dangerous structure, it brings up the entire neighborhood.  We hope it makes other residents strive to take care of their homes and lots better,” said Ramirez.
###
About the City of Seguin
Seguin, Texas is located along Interstate 10, about 35 miles east of San Antonio. Seguin is big enough to boast a top-rated university and a state-of-the-art hospital. More than 25,000 residents enjoy a range of cultural, recreational, and employment opportunities. Seguin’s robust diversified economy features a steelmaker, a manufacturer of automotive parts and plants making roadside mowing equipment and building materials. In 2009, Seguin was proud to be selected by Caterpillar as the site of a major new engine manufacturing facility
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